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SUBJECT TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR SUPPORT AT HOME 

Reading 

Bigger Books 
Mean Amping 
Up Reading 

Power 

We’ve been spending a lot of time focusing on fiction books and at this point in the year, students are reading 
longer, more complex texts. Students will continue to prepare themselves for what occurs in these more 
challenging books by working towards reading more fluently, understanding literary language, and tackling 
goals. Practice having your child read aloud using different voices based on the characters they’re reading 
about, noticing punctuation as they read. We’ll be studying books such as Houndsly and Catina by James 
Howe and Lily’s Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes.  

Writing Writing Like 
Scientists 

Second graders are performing experiments in science and then connecting it to writing. Students are writing 
about their experiments in the form of Lab Reports by developing a testable question, formulating a 
hypothesis, and testing it. We will be collecting data through observations, determining results, and then 
developing a conclusion for the experiment. Then, students will select a topic from one experiment and write 
an All About Book or an Informational Essay about their topic choice. At home, push your child’s thinking 
about why things happen. Ask your child, "What caused the outcome or effect?" and "What could have 
changed the outcome or effect?" You can also perform research at home about a topic of your child’s choice. 

Math 

3-Digit 
Addition and 
Subtraction 

with 
regrouping 

In this unit, students will be working on 3-digit addition and subtraction.  Students will be required to apply 
place value concepts when using a break-a-part strategy for 3-digit addition and subtraction.  They will be 
recording 3-digit addition and subtraction using the standard algorithm with possible regrouping of both ones 
and tens. At home, continue to ask how many ones, tens, and hundreds are in numbers that you and your child 
come across. When possible, encourage your student to explain their mathematical thinking by drawing a 
diagram or picture that links to their addition and subtraction problems. 

Science Forces and 
Motion 

For the month of March, we will be completing our work in our Forces and Motion unit, focusing primarily 
on the forces: friction and gravity. We will be reading complex texts and deconstructing juicy sentences to 
learn about the topic. Later on in the year, we will be taking a trip to the bowling alley and watch how these 
forces help us roll a ball faster, knock down pins with greater force, and rack up our points in order to try to 
win the game! To complement the unit, it would be helpful to visit the library and borrow books on friction 
and gravity. Together with your child, you can discuss how the forces we’ve been learning about affect our 
everyday lives.  

Social 
Studies 

NYC  
Over Time 

The students will be finishing up their exploration of the changes in our city from long ago to now. We have 
begun studying the cruel conditions of tenement life and how it negatively affected the start of many 
immigrants’ lives in this country. As we move forward, we will begin to think about how the geography of 
the boroughs impacted the cultures that resided in NYC long ago. At home, please encourage your children to 
research further the NYC topics that we are exploring in class. Also, make a fun day of it! Explore sites in 
Manhattan such as the highline or the tenement museum. 

 

Focus of the Month: Writing 
This month our focus will be on writing. Second graders refine and expand their writing and grow as writers as they begin to write more 
detailed and longer texts and different types of texts. Similar to reading, writing occurs throughout the day as students learn a variety of 
subjects in addition to the specific writing lessons in class. For example, students may write about a math problem, explaining how they 
solved it, or write about a topic they learned in science or social studies. All of this work makes them better writers overall. This month 
students have begun to write like a scientist and showing how they have grown as writers over the last few months to amp up their writing. 
To practice the same work, you can pick a topic your child is passionate about and research it. Go to the library or look online together for 
information on that topic. Then work together to create an informative collage, poster, or article about that topic, using illustrations or 
photographs from magazines or online. 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER: 
Wednesday, March 14 – Class 2-113, 2-213, 2/3-208 Trip to Queens Museum of Art 
Wednesday, March 21 – Class 2-207, 2-209, 2-215 Trip to Queens Museum of Art 

Friday, March 30-Friday, April 6 – Spring Break (no school) 
Mondays – Class 2-209/2-208 Swim 

Tuesdays – Class 2-207 Swim 
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