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SUBJECT TOPIC SUGGESTIONS FOR SUPPORT AT HOME 

Reading 
Following 

Characters into 
meaning 

✓ Engage your child in discussion about the books they are reading during their 
independent reading time at home by asking for a brief retell about the events 
going on in their book. 

✓ Further your child’s thinking by encouraging them to assign character traits to 
the characters within their texts using what the characters do, say, and think to 
support their ideas. 

✓ Help keep your child accountable for their 45 minutes of nightly reading by 
setting a timer and signing their reading log nightly. 

Writing Personal & 
Persuasive Essay 

✓ Students can revisit their writer’s notebook looking at people, places, and things that 
are important to them listing reasons why they are so special to them. 

✓ Follow this up by citing stories when they were with this person, visiting this place, or 
using their favorite thing.  You can tell stories to your child about when they were with 
their favorite person or visiting their favorite place. 

✓ All kids want something.  Have your child try to persuade you why they should have 
that special something by citing why it is important, how it is useful, or how it would 
make their life so much better.  They could also try to explain why the thing might be a 
negative influence as well. 

Math Multiplication 

✓ Prepare for this unit of study by reviewing all your multiplication facts and be able to 
recite them fluently. 

✓ Discuss with your child the weekly pay of several different occupations they are 
interested in.  Calculate the monthly and yearly pay for each occupation. 

✓ Encourage your child to make math problems out of the world around them.  For 
example: If I read 35 pages a night for 5 nights, how many pages do I read?  If my goal 
was to read 200 pages, will I meet my goal?  How many pages should I read per night if I 
want to meet my goal? 

Science Plants & Animals 

✓     Students can further research an ecosystem of their choosing by examining the role of 
plants, animals, and organisms in that ecosystem. 

✓     Encourage your child to review their study cards explaining the new vocabulary to you 
in their own words. 

✓     At home, you can visit http://science.howstuffworks.com to further your child’s 
understanding of ecosystems, how they work, and how all the parts of an ecosystem are 
interdependent. 

 

Social 
Studies 

Native Americans in 
New York 

✓ Students can examine a New York state map looking for names of the original Native 
American tribes. 

✓ Students will learn about the Native American alphabet symbol system.  Children can 
create a symbol alphabet of their own and create coded messages with their new 
alphabet. 

✓ You can view 
http://video.nationalgeographic.com/video/kids/history-kids/native-americans-kids/ online 
to gather more information on Native Americans. 
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